
The Municipal Plaza Building is an historically sign9cant building located within the 

Main and Military Plaza Historic District on Plaza de las Islas next to San Fernando 

Cathedral. The 12-story building was constructed to house the Frost National Bank and was 

completed in 1922. Original interior features included a bank lobby with a three-sto y high 

space, an ornamental coffered plaster ceiling featuring floral medallions, a mezzanine 

wrapping around the second sto y, stone arcades, electricalfixtures by Tiffany, Italian marble 

stairway and bronze pocket doors at the entrance. 

In 1973, Frost Bank moved to its current location on Houston Street. Luby's Cafeteria 

occupied the former bank lobby spacefrom 1975 to 1989. The City of San Antonio purchased 

the building in 1989. City Council voted in 1992 to relocate the Council Chamber to the former 

bank lobby and renamed the building the Municipal Plaza Building in April, 1994. 
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a. Auditorium seating for 252 

* Occupancy for 499 including mezzanine space 

Renovation of lobby for Council Chamber 
and mezzanine for public functions 

a. Restoration of original ornamental ceiling 

a. Replacement of damged cast stone 
and marble finishes 

* Uncovering of windows facing 
San Fernando Cathedral 

* Rewiring of historic light fixtures 

a. Relocation of staircase to provide access 
to mezzanine 

Addition of public lobbies off Main Plaza 
and Treviiio Streets 

a. Asbestos abatement in floor and ceiling areas 

* Code upgrades including additions ofFrp 
sprinkler system and stairways to mezzanine 



FOR 

San Antonio Consemation Society 
Restoration of decorative painting in mezzanine 

and of 24 oil paintings of former mayors 

Paragon Cable 
Fiber optic broadcast technology 

Beaty Saunders Architects,Inc.l 
Rehler Vaughn & Koone, Inc. 

Clock restoration 

Restoration Associates Limited 
City Seal 

AT&T 
Council Chamber telephone system 

Sony Corporation 
Contribution toward audiolvisual system 

M.J. Boyle General Contractor, Inc. 
Building plaque at Commerce St. entrance 

Goldbeck Co. 
Council portrait and frame for Trevifio St. lobby 
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Welcoming Reception 

Entertainment 

Master of Ceremonies 

Reading of Proclamation 

Ribbon Cutting 

Processional into Building 

Color Guard 

Pkdge of Allegiance 

National Anthem 

Acknowledgments 
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Retrospect 

Blessing of the Building 

Benediction 

Plaza de las Islas 

Backdraft 
San Antonio Fire Department 
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Mayor and City Council 

Mayor, City Council and Guests 
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City Council Moves to New Chamber 

City Council today inaugurated the Council Chamber in Municipal Plaza 

Building at 103 Main Plaza. 

Hundreds of people attended dedication ceremonies to mark the completion of 

the $1.9 million construction project that showcases the original interior designs of the 

former Frost Bank lobby and subsequent Luby's cafeteria now turned into an 

accomodating state-of-the-art meeting facility. 

"This new chamber makes local government more accessible to its citizens," 

said Mayor Nelson W. Wolff. "The increased seating will allow more people to 

participate while the new audio-visual system will enhance the clarity of presentations 

for people in the chamber and for those watching at home on television." 

The new Council Chamber features auditorium seating for 252 people although 

occupancy can reach up to 499 with space in the mezzanine level. 

Two large video screens behind the Council have been installed for better 

viewing of presentations. 

Gifts and donations from the community provided for several aspects of the new 

facility including the restoration of decorative painting in the mezzanine, the City Seal, 

" A N  E Q U A L  O P P O R T U N I T Y  E M P L O Y E R "  
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the clock above the dais and paintings of former mayors displayed in the first floor 

lobbies. 

The new Council Chamber is located in the former Main Plaza building known 

to many citizens as the location of Frost Bank until 1973 and Luby's Cafeteria from 

1975 to 1989. The City of San Antonio purchased the building in 1989. City Council 

voted in 1992 to relocate the Council Chamber to this new site and renamed the 

building the Municipal Plaza Building in April 1994. 

Architects of the project were Rehler Vaughn & Koone, Inc. and Beaty Saunders 

Architects, Inc. The general contractor was M. J. Boyle General Contractor, Inc. 

Public tours by Council Districts have been scheduled for Saturday, May 21 at 

the following times: 

Districts 1 and 2: 

Districts 3 and 4 

Districts 5 and 6 

Districts 7 and 8 

Districts 9 and 10: 

9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. to noon 

Noon to 1 :30 p.m. 

1 :30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


